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A New Home for Hobo Joe at Verde Canyon Railroad

Clarkdale, AZ - On your next visit to Verde Canyon Railroad’s John Bell Museum, you will notice it is populated by an interesting-looking fellow known to be a world traveler, philosopher and connoisseur of fine food. A life-size statue of Hobo Joe has taken up residency along the rails in Clarkdale, Arizona. His memorable life, full of interesting encounters with fellow travelers, will continue in his retirement years as he greets visitors at Verde Canyon Railroad’s museum.

The statue, donated to the Railroad by Dale Randles Sr., a retired restaurateur from Cottonwood, Arizona was created by artist Jim Casey. The famous character presided over a popular chain of eight Arizona coffee shops opened by Randles and wife Shawna in 1965.  In 1970 Hobo Joe’s restaurants became part of a chain of Humpty Dumpty Restaurants, later morphing into Denny’s.  In 1980 after relocating to the Verde Valley, the Randles partnered with Dick Korte, owner of the White Horse Inn, to open a Hobo Joe’s coffee shop in Cottonwood. Korte was the Holsum Bread delivery man for the Phoenix Hobo Joe’s and he and Randles became close friends.  In 2004 Korte’s brother, Doug, found this Hobo Joe statue in an antique store.  

Located near the Cottonwood post office on busy Mingus Avenue, Hobo Joe’s was a popular breakfast and lunch spot for many years prior to Dale Randles Sr.’s retirement, which resulted the restaurant closing in 2011. The Randles had an offer from an antique store for Hobo Joe but they wanted him to be enjoyed by the public and not become part of a private collection.
“When we told customers it was going to the Railroad, they all started crying, they were so happy,” Shawna Randles said. 

“We think it an honor to make a home for Hobo Joe in our museum where he can add to the lore of railroad history,” said Verde Canyon Railroad general manager, Robin Brean. “What better place for a hobo than along the rails?”

Handsome and charming with his boutonniere, neckerchief and jaunty hat, Hobo Joe is a reminder of the early spirit of rail - and leather - tramps who considered the road their home where they were always willing to share their meager meals and possessions with fellow travelers.  It’s just one more reminder that it’s not the destination, it’s the journey.  

Verde Canyon Railroad runs year-round on a varied schedule. The depot is located in Clarkdale, twenty-five minutes from Sedona and two hours north of Phoenix, making Verde Canyon Railroad the perfect Arizona day-trip. For an overnight stay, ask about our Room, Ride & Meal packages. Call 800-293-7245 or book online at verdecanyonrr.com. 
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Because it’s always a good day when you’re on a train
