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Pampering in Wild Splendor Awaits You 

at Verde Canyon Railroad

Clarkdale, AZ- Even while being enveloped by the beauty of the Verde Canyon, there is no guarantee you will be seeing wildlife.  Or is there?  By partnering with Scottsdale's Liberty Wildlife (libertywildlife.org), the Verde Canyon Railroad provides the opportunity for passengers to see rescued raptors at the depot, aboard the train and even at the Blazin’ M Ranch Wild West Adventure following the train ride.


Beginning with the Blazin' M Ranch Grand Re-Opening on January 22, 2011, Liberty Wildlife will showcase a variety of raptors for the enjoyment and edification of guests.  Volunteer handlers will answer your questions about the birds, allow you to pose for photos, and let them pick up a little bit of food from your palm.


To celebrate the Verde Canyon Railroad's 20th Anniversary of providing luxury tours through one of Arizona's most scenic and rugged inner canyons, Liberty Wildlife released two red-tailed hawks off of an outdoor train car back into the wild.  The birds of prey had fully recuperated from their injuries and will now make the Verde Canyon their new home.  
"We held them a moment while passengers made wishes for their well-being, then released them into freedom," said Liberty Wildlife Director Megan Mosby. Railroad Owner David Durbano and his daughter, Mechelle Adair, were honorary handlers for the occasion. “There are few experiences in life that touch you with such an overwhelming good feeling. This was one of those experiences,” said David.  Along with many passengers, both of them had tears running down their cheeks as the birds circled upward into the azure sky. 

Liberty Wildlife has graciously added Verde Canyon Railroad and Blazin’ M Ranch to their 2011 schedule.  Grab your calendars and mark the dates because these are events you don’t want to miss.
	Verde Canyon Railroad
	
	Blazin’ M Ranch

	At Depot
	
	January 22
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

	February 20
10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
	
	May 7

4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

	April 10

10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
	
	October 8
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

	September 11
10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
	
	December 10
4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

	November 13
10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
	
	

	Riding the Train
	
	

	March 12
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
	
	

	June 4

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
	
	



Sonora, a very sociable juvenile bald eagle, loves to ride the train. With wings outstretched and eyes scanning the horizon, she mesmerizes passengers with her fondness for people.  At the top of the avian food chain, it is assumed that this bald eagle prefers first-class service, which Verde Canyon Railroad gives to her and you.  And, Sonora isn’t one bit shy as the camera captures you tucked under her wing.

Plush train accommodations fit nicely with the pristine wilderness along the route.  Sinking into overstuffed love seats, you will enjoy a full-service bar and complimentary appetizers as panoramic canyon views pass by at a mere 15 m.p.h..  As the tension of the outside world fades from view, the destination becomes less important.  It is all about the journey, the relaxation and the pampering. 
The Verde Canyon Railroad runs every day except Tuesdays, departing at 1 p.m. and returning at 4:30 p.m., just in time to enjoy the best plate of chicken and ribs in this part of Arizona at the Blazin’ M Ranch. The frontier activities are open before the dinner bell rings at 6:30 p.m.. The new Blazin’ M Cowboy band starts at 7:30 p.m. with music and laughter for a solid hour.  Come join the fun at the newly-remodeled Blazin’ M Ranch Wild West Adventure in nearby Cottonwood.  
Only two hours from Phoenix, the Verde Canyon Railroad is the perfect way to see this spectacular part of Arizona ... one rail at a time.  For more information and reservations, contact us at 800.293.7245 or online at verdecanyonrr.com.
