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Throw Mama ON the Train for a Pampered First-Class Mother’s Day
 


No matter what you plan for Mother’s Day, it never seems like enough. Mom deserves so much more than a card and crowded buffet. She deserves a stress-free day of pampering in a beautiful rejuvenating setting. Fortunately that happens to be the specialty of Verde Canyon Railroad. Maybe that’s why Throw Mama ON the Train has become such a popular and beloved event. 


Whisking Mom away from daily responsibilities and surrounding her with family for a leisurely train ride into a lush wilderness canyon with natural bouquets of wildflowers is the kind of gift every mother will appreciate. Maybe not as much as the clay ashtrays and macaroni mosaics you made as a kid, but one she’ll still treasure. Throw Mama ON the Train for Mother’s Day on May 8 to create multigenerational memories.

Watch as Mom unwinds into overstuffed loveseats. There’s a bountiful spread of complimentary appetizers and cocktail service ready to deliver her libation of choice right to her seat. That’s the renowned first-class treatment one expects aboard Verde Canyon Railroad. Best of all, there’s no plates to pick up or glasses to wash because as Mom has probably mentioned in the past, “She’s not your maid.”

Your mother also won’t have to remind you to put on a sweater because all passenger cars are climate-controlled. Naturally the whole family will spend plenty of time outside on the open-air viewing platforms where you can watch dramatic vistas of the sculpted red rock canyon unfold at every turn. But no matter how inviting the scenery, please don’t run. You know how Mother feels about that.  


Mom will have three-and-one-half hours surrounded by her family, treated to a level of service almost forgotten. And just to make sure she gets the whole day off, we’ll pick up the slack ... “Eat your vegetables, look both ways before crossing the street and always wear clean underwear in case you get in an accident.”    


An attraction in its own right, the multi-faceted depot invites the entire family to arrive early.  The adobe-style structure presides over manicured landscaping and shaded patios.  The Copper Spike Cafe tempts appetites with traditional and southwestern specialties.  Local artists vie for space with travel essentials and chic fashions in the Boxcar Gift Shop where there’s a perfect Mother’s Day gift waiting to be purchased.  Housed in a remodeled boxcar, the John Bell Museum connects the rails to the town and mining industry for which the railroad was built.  All provide a hospitable setting for the journey to come.


Once onboard, spacious train accommodations contrast sharply with the pristine wilderness through which the tracks wind.  As the tension of the outside world fades view, the destination loses importance.  It is all about the journey, and this time, with Mom.

If the timing is wrong, there’s always a gift certificate available for purchase which has her name written all over it.  It’s the perfect unsuspecting gift for the perfect mother. 

The Verde Canyon Railroad runs every day except Tuesdays, departing at 1 p.m. and returning at 4:30 p.m..  Only two hours from Phoenix and 25 minutes from Sedona, the Verde Canyon Railroad is the perfect Arizona day-trip. Ask about our Room, Ride and Meal packages. Reservations are accepted at 800.293.7245 or online at VerdeCanyonrr.com.

###

It’s not the destination, it’s the journey

