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Starlight, Wine and Tequila Make for Glorious Summer Evenings
 


Clarkdale, AZ - On summer evenings it’s not just stars that come out to play in the Verde Canyon. As the sun slips behind distant mountains, cool air sweeps through the canyon signaling the resident wildlife to begin their nightly rounds. See the canyon come alive by the luminous glow of moon-kissed skies on Verde Canyon Railroad’s popular Saturday Starlight Tours. 


The free-flowing Verde River wends a verdant ribbon through red rock Arizona desert. Such collision of ecosystems lures a variety of wildlife to the oasis, most notably eagles, hawks, and Great Blue Herons with their distinctive gangly legs and necks. Other sightings might include mule deer, Javelina, coyote and beaver; a roster of fur and feathers that makes Verde Canyon Railroad the envy of other excursion trains and adventure tours.

 
On select Saturday evenings, the train leaves the depot at 5:30 pm.. As it rumbles through the canyon, the low slant of sun bathes the high cliffs in soft golden hues. The train reaches Perkinsville amid a scandalous sunset. The return trip offers a serene glimpse of the nocturnal stirrings of wildlife set against a dazzling canvas of moon and stars. 

 
During the Starlight Tours, Verde Canyon Railroad also offers specialty options to further enhance these romantic summer evenings. Grape Train Escape is a rolling wine-tasting adventure where select wines are paired with delectable appetizers for each run. Imagine sipping an exquisite glass of wine with your paramour as twilight bruises the sky and a family of Javelina grazes by the side of the tracks. 

 
The Tequila Sunset Limited features premium tequila tastings accompanied by festive Mexican food and other south-of-the-border drink specialties. No drink exemplifies the rich and varied character of the Southwest like tequila, harvested from the agave plant. Let the complexity of the spirit unfurl across your taste buds as you marvel at the glittering canopy of heavenly bodies overhead. 

 
These much in-demand varietal runs are only available June 18, July 16, August 13 and September 10 so reserve your tickets early. Other than Starlight Tours, trains depart at 1 p.m. and return at 5 p.m.. 

 
 An attraction in its own right, the multi-faceted Railroad depot entices visitors to arrive early.  The adobe-style structure presides over manicured landscaping and shaded patios.  The Copper Spike Cafe tempts appetites with a range of traditional to southwestern specialties.  Local artists vie for space with travel essentials and chic fashions in the Boxcar Gift Shop.  Housed in a remodeled boxcar, the John Bell Museum connects the rails to the town and mining industry for which the railroad was built.  All provide a hospitable setting for the journey to come.
Anyone wishing to extend the fun and festivities of their Verde Valley visit can mosey over to the newly-remodeled Blazin’ M Ranch Wild West Adventure in nearby Cottonwood to enjoy a hearty feast of chicken and ribs along with a full evening of frontier activities, music and comedy.
Only two hours from Phoenix and 25 minutes from Sedona, Verde Canyon Railroad is the perfect Arizona day-trip, or if you plan to stay over, ask about our Room, Ride and Meal packages. Reservations are accepted at 800.293.7245 or online at verdecanyonrr.com.

###

It’s not the destination, it’s the journey
